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        Delaware Technical & Community College Libraries Tutorial 
 

 
 

Periodicals Module Introduction 

Periodical articles are a good source of current information. Online periodical 

indexes/databases are the best way to locate articles. They provide 24/7 access to full text 

articles. EBSCOhost is one online periodical database used at Delaware Tech. Learning to 

use these resources is important to your academic success. A lesson on using EBSCOhost is 

given here.  Although the instruction presented here is specific to Delaware Tech, the skills 

you develop as a result of this tutorial will apply to using any library anywhere. 

 
 

(Please note: the libraries' online resources may be upgraded at any time. Keep this in mind if 

you find any discrepancies in screen shots or other information. This tutorial was updated on July 

14, 2008).  
 

 

Learning Objectives 

The student will be able to use the college's online periodical databases and library catalog to: 

 Search an online periodical database by subject or keyword  

 Use techniques, such as Boolean searching, truncation, etc., to construct a search  

 Interpret a periodical database record/citation  

 Determine the best retrieval method  

 Determine the campus location and holdings information for periodicals 

 

Instructions 

Read the Periodicals tutorial. Print it, if you wish. 

Complete the Periodicals Quiz in Blackboard. 

Submit the completed Quiz and check your score on page one of the Review Assessment.  

ALL STUDENTS NEED AN 85% OR BETTER TO PASS.  

 

ü For Stanton & Wilmington students - you must also deliver a copy of your quiz results to 

your campus library. Be sure your name is on the printout. 
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PERIODICALS 
 
 

× Introduction to Periodicals and Periodical Database Searches in EBSCOhost  

× Keyword Search 

× How to Interpret an EBSCOhost Citation 

× Boolean Operators and Truncation 

× Creating a Search Strategy 

× How to Find a Full Text Article 
  
 
 
 

× Introduction to Periodicals and Periodical Database  Searches  in      
 
 

What are Periodicals?          What are Periodical Databases? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This tutorial will use the EBSCOhost periodical database service, which contains a number of 
different databases, to illustrate basic keyword searching techniques.  
 

In addition to this tutorial, you can also check out a 4 ½ minute Flash video clip 
about EBSCOhost.  
It may take a few minutes for the complete video and audio to download. 
 
 
 

Periodical Databases: 

 Provide lists of hundreds 
of articles, many of which 
are in full text. (Libraries 
may also own print 
versions of periodical 
articles.) 

 Allow keyword, subject, 
title, author, periodical 
title, or Boolean 
searches. 

Periodicals: 

 Published at a specified 
interval (daily, weekly, or 
monthly). 

 Journals, magazines, or 
newspapers.  

o A journal usually 
contains articles of a 
specialized 
(professional, trade or 
industry) or scholarly 
(research) nature.  

o A magazine contains 
articles on topics of 
general or popular 
interest. 

http://www.library.dtcc.edu/stantlib/webquest/ebsco/ebsco.html
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Note: the list of databases provided within EBSCOhost varies according to whether you are 
on or off-campus, and which campus you are using.  For access to the Collegeôs complete 
list of library databases and your campusô complete list of EBSCOhost databases, you must 
be on campus.   
 

 

 
 

 
 

If you try to access EBSCOhost from off-campus without clicking on the EBSCOhost icon 
under the DTCC Online Library Database in My Courses, you will not be connected.   
After clicking on EBSCOhost Web, the EBSCOhost Choose Databases page appears.  A 

short description of each database is given. Some are general and cover many different topics. 
Others are more subject or technology specific.   

 
 

 
 

            To search in a single database, click on its title.  For example:  to search for articles on a general topic, click 
Academic Search Premier.  To search several databases at once, you would check the appropriate boxes to 
the left of the database name and then click the Continue button. Some of the other databases listed on this 
page are:  
Å CINAHL (Cumulative Index to Nursing & Allied Health Literature) 
Å MEDLINE 
Å Business Source Elite 
Å Regional Business News 
Å ERIC (Educational Resource Information Center) 

On campus access ðgo to the Library Services page and click 
the Online Databases link for the full range of DTCC library 
databases and databases provided by your campus within 
EBSCOhost.   

Off-campus access ðlogin to MyDTCC (http://my.dtcc.edu) with 
your college username/password. Click the My Courses tab at the 
top and locate the DTCC Online Library Databases list on that 
page. Click the EBSCOhost link. On the next page, click 

EBSCOhost web. You will see a limited list of databases. 

http://my.dtcc.edu/
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× Keyword Search  
 
Next is the basic keyword search page. To begin the process you would type your topic in the search box 
and click on Search.  
 

 
 
Note: There are other ways to limit your results including publication date, publication name, and number of 
pages. Different databases have different limits so check under the Limit your results section for the types of 
limits you can set. This can help you formulate a better search and provide you with more precise results.  
 

Results Screen  
 

 
 

          

 
 
 

The results list is next. Notice a total of 
3933 citations were found for articles 
containing the words: ñgasoline pricesò.  

Check here if you only want 
Full Text articles to appear in 
your results. 

Check here if you only want to 

search for Scholarly Journals. 

The left hand column gives you ideas on how to 
narrow your search. You can click on any of 
these to produce a new set of results with fewer 
citations. 

  

The right hand column also gives you ways to 
narrow your search including by publication 
date or full text.  Images related to your topic 
may be available for you to click. 
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Here is a close-up of part of the result list.  There are two citations for articles listed here. Full Text articles are 
the complete article as you would find in a periodical and can be printed out in their entirety. Unless you limit 
the search using the Full Text checkbox, not all of the results will be Full Text.  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Preview button - By placing your cursor 

over the preview button , a brief 
summary of the article record is 
displayed including the title, source, 
publication date, and abstract. From this 
summary, you can also access the Full 
Text. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

PDF Full Text ï full text of an article that 
closely resembles the printed version in its 
original format (images, pagination, etc.) 

An article that has an 
abstract but does not 
have Full Text. 

HTML Full Text ï full text of an 
article where the images and 
pagination may be different from the 
original printed version. 

To see the full record, which may contain 
an abstract or summary and specific subject 
terms for the article, click on the title of the 
article. Hint: For a snapshot of the record, 
place your cursor over the preview button.  
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Full Record  Screen   
 
Below is part of the full record for the third article. It identifies each part of the citation from the result list and 
includes other information. The HTML Full Text (when available) will appear after the abstract or you can click 
the HTML Full Text link and for PDF Full Text (when available), click the link to open the document. 
 
 
             Click the following buttons to: Print/Email/Save/Cite (APA format)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

The Source includes the periodical title, volume 
and issue numbers, issue date, pagination, and 
captions. 

Article title 

Article author (some articles may 
not have an author) 

The Abstract is a summary of the article. By reading this 
first, you can save time deciding if the article contains the 
information you need. 
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× How to Interpret an EBSCOhost Citation  
 

 
Now that you know how to search EBSCOhost, how do you interpret your results?  Here is a breakdown of the 
citation for our example article:  
 
       Article title                     Author          Periodical    Issue        Volume     Issue      Page article 
                                                                    title               date          number    number  starts on (page 54) 

 
 
 
Try Freeloading Off Friends!  By: Stern, Linda.     Newsweek,  5/26/2008,     Vol. 151      Issue 21, p54-54, 1p, 1c;  
 
(AN32095261) 

   Full Text icon and link                                                                                          
Length of article  Captions 
(1 page)                            

Note: (AN32095261) is an accession number used only by EBSCOhost.                                                                                                                              
  
 

  

http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bZQs620SrOk63nn5Kx95uXxjL6srUqtqK5ItpavSrinslKxp55oy5zyit%2fk8Xnh6ueH7N%2fiVa%2bps0iwrLRKsK6khN%2fk5VXj5KR84LPfiOac8nnls79mpNfsVbGorlGzqLRJpNztiuvX8lXk6%2bqE8tv2jAAA&hid=106
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× Boolean Operators and Truncation  
 
If your search terms yield too few or too many results, try your search again using BOOLEAN OPERATORS 
or a TRUNCATION SYMBOL. Boolean operators (AND, OR and NOT) connect and define the relationship 
between search terms. Use them to expand or narrow your search.  

 

 

Boolean Operators  
    
                          

     Boolean AND 

 

 
Use AND to narrow a search. Both search terms 
will be present in your search results.  Example: A 
search for computer AND literacy will retrieve 
only records containing both computer and 
literacy. 

 

                            
 
 
Boolean OR 

Use OR to broaden a search. Either search term 
will be present in your search results.  Example: A 
search for computer OR literacy will retrieve 
records containing either computer or literacy.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                        
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

OR is usually used to 
search for similar 
terms. 
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Boolean NOT  

 
 

 
 
Use NOT to exclude a term. Search results with the 
first term will be retrieved. Results with the second 
term will not. Example: A search for literacy NOT 
computer will retrieve records with literacy and 
exclude any that also contain computer. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Truncation  
 

A truncation (*) symbol can be used to create searches where there could be various endings to your 

term.  Enter the root of a search term and replace the ending with an *. EBSCOhost will find all forms of that 

word.  This is a way to broaden your search. For example, comput* will retrieve: 

 compute 

 computer 

 computing 

 computation, etc! 
 

Note: EBSCOhost uses an asterisk (*) for truncation. Other databases may use other truncation symbols such 

as (#) or (?)  
 
 
 

 
For more practice on Boolean operators, try the Boolean tutorial from Colorado State. 
http://lib.colostate.edu/tutorials/boolean_info.html  

 

http://lib.colostate.edu/tutorials/boolean_info.htm
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× Creating a Search Strategy  
 

A search strategy consists of relevant keywords or subject terms and Boolean operators. By creating a search 
strategy in an online database, you can find the most appropriate information for your specific topic. 
 
 
Example: Since the original example of ñgasoline pricesò yielded over 3,900 citations, the search needs to be 
narrowed. This can be done by creating a search strategy using additional keywords and/or subject terms and 
the Boolean operators explained above.  
 
Research topic:  Find articles explaining some solutions to the increased gasoline prices. 
 
Type gasoline prices AND solutions in the Find box. As you can see, the results shown below are 
considerably lower, only 61. 
 

 
 

 
V Donôt forget about other ways to narrow your search including using the ideas on the left 

hand side of the screen, limiting to Full Text or Scholarly Journals, or limiting your publication 
date or number of pages. 
V You can expand or broaden your search by using truncation to find more forms of the word 

or using the Boolean Operator OR. 
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× How to Find a Full Text Article  
 

 Full Text Available in Database  
 

If the article is available in Full Text in the database you are searching, print out the entire 
article or email it to yourself. 

 

 A to Z  
 

If the article is not available in Full Text in the database you are searching, you can search  ñA 
to Zò to see if it is available in another database.  

 
 

           
 
 

 Periodical Information in the Library Catalog  
 

If you need an article not available in Full Text in the database or A to Z, the next step is to see 
if your campus library owns the periodical that contains it. You can search for periodical titles 
and holdings (subscription information) in the Delaware Library Catalog. To find out which 
library might own a periodical, you would conduct a periodical title search. 
Remember: you can only search for periodical titles, not articles in the library catalog. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Choose periodical title from the drop 
down menu and the Browse button. 
Type the title in the box and click 
Search.  Our example is 

Psychotherapy Networker.  

The browse list is next.  Click Psychotherapy 

Networker for the Item Information screen.  

Login to MyDTCC, click the My Courses tab. 
Choose ñA to Zò under DTCC Online Library 
Databases. 
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This an example of the Item Information screen from the Delaware Library Catalog. The Holdings tell 
you which libraries own Psychotherapy Networker, when they started their subscription and whether 
they are still subscribing. 
 

 
 
 
 

ü If you need a periodical from your campus library collection, you can use the title, volume/issue 
and date information to retrieve it yourself.  Your campus librarian will be glad to help. 

 
 

ü If you need a periodical from another Delaware Tech library, you can request the article you 
need be copied and sent to your campus library for you to keep.  Loan forms are available in 
person or online (http://www.librarydtcc.edu/libforms.html). 

 
 
 

 Request articles from  non -Delaware Tech libraries  (Interlibrary Loan)  
 

Even if Delaware Tech does not own the periodical you want, the article you need can be 
copied and sent to your campus library for you to keep.  Loan forms are available in person or 
online (http://www.librarydtcc.edu/libforms.html).  
Note: to borrow items or request a loan from another library, you need a valid Delaware Tech Library 
Borrower Barcode Number.  

 
 

                                        
                                                     (End of tutorial) 7/08 

Notice this periodical can be found at three 
campus libraries: Owens, Terry and 
Wilmington (Wilm).  Remember to look at 
the holdings at each library to see which 

issues they own. 

Owens holdings begin with vol. 25 no. 
2 and ends with vol. 29 no.6 (Mar/Apr 
2001- Nov/Dec 2005). They ended 
their subscription in Nov/Dec 2005.  

 

Wilmington (Wilm) holdings begin with 
vol. 25 no.2 (Mar/Apr 2001 - ). The 
dash after the date indicates that they 
are still subscribing to this periodical. 

 


